
AN ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF RELIGION IN SCHOOLS

There are many arguments supporting the view of citizens who favor the return school prayer does not amount to the
government establishing a religion, any.

The Constitution and the Supreme Court give us very clear license to allow students of all ages to become
students of the religions of the world. Headteacher posts in religious schools are three times more likely to
have to be re-advertised than those in community schools. We must provide a forum for to study all kinds of
prejudice, including religious persecution. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Making religion an
integral part of the fabric of our curriculum may not be easy, but it is certainly legal and well worth the effort
if we want to help our kids become independent tolerant critical thinkers who seek to understand and improve
themselves and the world in which we live. And it's especially confusing as many of the same people who
passionately argue that we need firearms to protect ourselves from the government are so eager to see that
same institution placed in charge of their children's souls. If these children are raised to believe in Christianity,
for example, but then they learn about another religion such as Buddhism or Hinduism, they may question
why they "have" to believe what they are being taught at home. Naming oppression is the first step to
liberation, and we as educators, have an absolute obligation to provide that space in the curriculum for our
students; otherwise, we are being not only irresponsible, but we are promoting institutional racism and
prejudice, much of which has its origins in religious persecution. The answer is not to eliminate faith schools,
but to ensure that both secular and faith schools have good resources, good teachers, a balanced curriculum,
and a capacity to inspire love of learning, love of life, and respect for and responsibility to others in their
students. They must also nurture their souls and reinforce the values taught at home and in the community.
Parents, mentors, and church communities seem like more appropriate sources of religious guidance. They
believe that it will help them make an informed decision on the religion they would like to believe in and
understand it, as opposed to only learning about religion at home. The resources for this are found in many
traditions, of which secular humanism is only one. The second law of thermodynamics does not prove that the
universe had a beginning but it also supports this claim. Public schools may not teach religious doctrine, like
creationism and intelligent design, in science class, nor may they disparage proven scientific theories like
evolution because some believe it conflicts with their religion. People believe that there are plenty of other
ways to instill ethics and morals in children that have nothing to do with religion. But they may not teach
religiously based curriculum. Public school officials do, of course, have a constitutional right to express their
religious beliefs on their own time. What they actually wrote in the Constitution was that "Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion," and it is the Constitution, not the personal beliefs of the
Founding Fathers, upon which our legal system is founded. See now was that so hard?? Get the best of
Edutopia in your inbox each week. Religious schools by their nature are disinclined to take such an approach
â€” be they Christian state-funded schools or Muslim madrasas â€” and I see no reason to believe that
religious traditions are any better resourced than others to guide children. Prayer in school is constitutional and
supports the principle of freedom of religion on which the U. The importance of the subject matter transcends
having to live with a little uncertainty and unpredictability. The opinions expressed here are the writer's own.
In other words, the first cause always existed. From non-religious stories that teach values to historic examples
of great people that had nothing to do with religion, the argument is made that ethics are not synonymous with
religion, so why should that be a reason for religions to be taught in schools? This is about principles. Having
said that, it is essential that students have already practiced important dialogue guidelines that have been
clearly established prior to the exploration of religion. And we are allowing extremists and the under-informed
to dictate what we do and do not teach, without even making them lift a finger, before there is even a issue to
resolve. Our children should be able to participate openly in this great heritage, seeking help, strength, and
endurance from God as did their forefathers. This piece was originally submitted to our community forums by
a reader. My Catholic-educated adult children agree with you. It teaches ethical values Many will argue that
teaching religion in school is an excellent way to teach values to children. My aim is for education to give
reasonable freedom to young people in their personal and intellectual development, as well as the resources of



AN ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF RELIGION IN SCHOOLS

knowledge and skills that they need to develop. I have no wish to use education as a means of making people
conform to my ideals. We can study it as history, as literature, as art and architecture, as part of the study of a
contemporary society or culture including our own , or as it influences or is influenced by a current political or
social issue. Other people believe that ethical values can be taught in other ways. It is learning to live with
irreducible diversity in a way that requires a sustained endeavour to reason wisely and well in engagement
with others about who we are and how we should live. Often when I promote the idea of dealing with complex
sensitive issues with kids, a common reaction is that kids are too immature to deal with all that. They were
against the idea of us being accused of teaching religion.


