
DEMOCRACY AND CAPITALISM IN RUSSIA AFTER THE END OF THE

COLD WAR

In fact, I would argue that the future of Russia democracy is the most Today in Russia, the debate about capitalism and
communism is Moreover, since becoming president, Putin has done much to .. It was democratic regime change in the
Soviet Union and then Russia that put an end to a cold war.

Only when those governors treat their citizens with respect, only when they involve them in real political
discussion rather than fobbing them off with lies and slogans will it be possible to fix the body politic. Since
the central command economy had existed in Russia for more than 70 years, the transition to a market
economy proved more difficult for Russia than for the other countries of eastern Europe. To be sure, Russian
President Putin seeks to expand Russian influence throughout the territory of the former Soviet Union.
Moreover, Yeltsin had no qualms about threatening the Duma with dissolution if and when it seemed to be
proving recalcitrant to presidential bills. This was clearly evident in both Brexit and the Trump election.
Congressional leaders, including some on this Committee, demonstrated real leadership in adding funds.
Those Chechen groups labeled terrorists, including the last elected president of Chechnya, also do not have
this right. If Putin or some other leader does eventually erect a new dictatorship, then the other achievements
of the last decade mentioned above could also become less secure. Gorbachev failed, and Boris Yeltsin, one of
the "real revolutionaries" of the time, emerged as president of a newly independent Russia. In the government,
through loans secured from the International Monetary Fund IMF and through income from the sale of oil and
natural gas , succeeded in stabilizing the national currency by establishing a ruble corridor. The office of
president had been added to the political structure of the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic in 
While NATO continues to exist, relations will remain strained. In Kosovo just a few years, a renegade Russian
military operation to occupy Pristina nearly precipitated the first direct combat between NATO and Russian
troops. This threat only becomes real if a dictator returns to the Kremlin. If Russia fails to consolidate liberal
democracy at home, then Russia may still be a cooperative partner of the United States occasionally and
sporadically, but always with conflicts. If Russia fails to consolidate a democratic regime, the current
pro-Western orientation in Russian foreign policy could also change over time. These sweeping reforms were
pushed through the Russian parliament at the height of Yeltsin's popularity in late and implementation began
in early  Transitional cronyism claims to be capitalistic, whereas socialism claims to be egalitarian. While
many issues in U. Today in Russia, the debate about capitalism and communism is over. This period of time
represents a narrow window of opportunity for policymakers to enact reforms that will change the pillars of
society. Not all dictatorships in the world are foes of the United States, but every foe of the United States â€”
Iran, Libya, North Korea, Cuba, and possibly in the future, China â€” is a dictatorship. The ruble eventually
stabilized and inflation diminished, but the living standards of most Russians improved little, though a small
proportion of the population became very wealthy. The new Russian government not only had to deal with the
consequences of the mistakes in economic policy of the Gorbachev period, but it also had to find a way to
transform the entire Russian economy. The Russian political system also exhibits some aspects of liberal
democracy; most religious, ethnic, and cultural groups can express their views openly and organize to promote
their interests although again the one place of exception to this standard is Chechnya. The consequences of the
successes and failures of those early reforms are now evident in Russia today, with a strong and growing
market economy paired with a fragile authoritarian government. The Empire. But there was a third, stealthier
protagonist situated between them. Russia is too rich and educated to remain authoritarian. Half of voters
favoured early presidential elections, but two-thirds supported early parliamentary elections; however, with
only 43 percent of eligible voters backing early parliamentary elections, Yeltsin was forced to continue his
uneasy relationship with the Congress. Chairman, thank you for convening this hearing today on a very
important subject. Regime change insider Russia was not the sole cause of the sea change in Russian behavior
internationally. The entire system of goods distribution was on the verge of disintegration. Moreover, debts
between factories were enormous; though they were diligently recorded, there was little hope of eventual
collection. Initially, the government implemented a voucher system according to which every citizen could in
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theory become a stakeholder in Russian industry and its privatization. The international architecture of the
communist side collapsed, with the abolition of the Warsaw Pact and Comecon. Do the Russian people even
want us to help? But it is not the dominant view among foreign policy elites and is most certainly not the
orientation of Putin and his government. The cold war also shaped the political agenda in the individual
countries. In the former, neither side of the debate was able to make a reasoned, credible, argument to the
population on the benefits of acting as they proposed. Revolutions result in a temporary breakdown in state
capacity and institutions. The U. These voices called for grand alliances with China and India to repel
American hegemony. The leader of the parliament, Ruslan Khasbulatov, and Yeltsin both sought support from
regional elites in their political battles with each other by promising subsidies and greater local control.


