
DISASTER IN THE SHORT STORY OF A GRAVE MISTAKE LENDING

MONEY TO BASSANIO

Bassanio not only helps Antonio, but is also wise and being wed to Portia is his Disaster in the Short Story of a Grave
Mistake Lending Money to Bassanio.

She mocks her prospective suitors to her friend Nerissa in an irreverent way. The time it takes a steamship to
cross the Atlantic Ocean is cut in half. In addition, Shylock does not hide his hatred of Antonio. Elizabeth may
have been well pleased to see her sex valued so highly in this play. She may complain that "the will of a living
daughter" is "curb'd by the will of a dead father" [I. Antonio is sure that he will have ten-fold the money he
owes Shylock in three months. Shakespeare invented Bassanio by exploiting a popular dramatic convention of
the time in which a hero of a play wins the hand of a maiden by solving a perplexing riddle. Although
Antonio, the Christian shipping merchant whose flesh is at stake in this drama, is often referred to as the title
character of the play, it is Shylock, the Jewish moneylender who is the source of much of the critical
discussion. Because of the significance Bassanio places on Portia's wealth early in the play, his character has
been interpreted in two conflicting ways. When Antonio suspects that Shylock is doing something good, such
as when Shylock insists on not charging interest on his loan to Antonio, Antonio tells Bassanio, "This Hebrew
will turn Christian: he grows kind," as if only Christians practice charity. The date that Shakespeare wrote this
play is not certain. Then he is to bring the things that Bellario will give him and deliver them to Portia in
Venice. Both of these writers' works would seriously affect authors in other parts of Europe, especially in
England, as the changes of the Renaissance swept through Europe. Shall I bend low and say, 'Fair sir, you spit
upon me on Wednesday last; another time you called me dog, and for these courtesies I am to lend you
moneys. Shylock begins with the statement that Antonio has done all these hateful things against him merely
because Shylock is a Jew. They fill in important information that the audience needs to full understand the
play. Sinfield portrays Shylock as static and unchanging. Whenever Bassanio wanted money Antonio assisted
him; and it seemed as if they had but one heart and one purse between them. Portia is much more subtle.
Shylock tells Bassanio that he will walk, talk, sell, and buy with them, but he will not eat or pray with him.
She marries Bassanio, who successfully passes the casket test. Portia's strength is not the only attribute which
makes her a memorable character; she is also realistically flawed. He makes the two similar so that they are
not very important to the plot of the play Because of rising costs during the Renaissance, aristocrats, in many
cases, had to concern themselves with obtaining more wealth to maintain their expected lifestyle, and a
generous dowry from a woman to her future husband was considered a respectable means of achieving this
end. The crowd, which now includes Bassanio and Gratiano, jeers when Shylock appears and when he denies
Antonio any mercy. It reads: "Who chooseth me must give and hazard all he hath. How do interest rates
compare to current mortgage loans, for instance. First, Shylock and Antonio are known to each other, and their
relationship as financial enemies seems to be an old one. Nerissa, having looked after her own financial
interests by stipulating that she will only marry Gratiano if Bassanio wins Portia, takes the lead in the final
stage of the ring game. I pray pronounce the sentence. He tells Shylock that he has heard news of Jessica.
Jessica warns them that her father has sworn that if Antonio, himself, does not pay back the money, he will
have Antonio's flesh. Also, in the courtroom scene, Antonio states that trying to change Shylock's "Jewish
heart" would be as impossible as changing nature. He borrows money from Shylock and therefore commits
Antonio, who signs the bond, to a loan with a heavy payment should Antonio forfeit payment. However, all
Antonio's money is tied up in his ships. Shylock wants his pound of flesh and will not settle for anything less.
The fourteenth and fifteenth centuries of the Venetian Renaissance are considered the golden age of Venetian
wealth. Bassanio and Portia demonstrate a socially acceptable courtship; not only do they obey her father's
request that Portia's suitor successfully pass the casket test, but they also uphold the legal provisions of the test
as mandated in the father's will.


