
THE ISSUE OF DROUGHT IN THE UNITED STATES

An overview of drought and the current issues of where, why, and how drought is apparent.

Drought conditions in the Upper Colorado River Basin have been aggravated by escalating water demands on
the multi-use waterway that serves the entire state. California 's statewide snowpack reached an all-time low in
 In California, for example, a large number of native fish populations that depend on the San Francisco
Bayâ€”Delta Estuary â€”from the bellwether delta smelt to the iconic Chinook salmonâ€”have suffered sharp
declines due to reduced river flows during the recent historic drought. Power costs could also rise for
consumers along the coasts. Activities resulting in global climate change are expected to trigger droughts with
a substantial impact on agriculture [9] throughout the world, and especially in developing nations. This usually
is a variation of mild, moderate, severe and extreme. Dry conditions and above normal temperatures increased
fire risks in the Great Basin and areas of the northern Intermountain West, and fires continued to burn in South
central Alaska. The s drought, between and , was the first to be widely and adequately recorded by rain
gauges, with much of the American West having been settled. The food chain can become contaminated
depending on the water quality and duration of the drought. In the Nevada "cash for grass" program, the
people are paid to remove grass and put in desert landscaping. Limit your use of water through everyday
actions such as shorter showers, less frequent watering of the lawn and upgrading appliances that use less
water and are energy efficient. In and early , the California drought returned and intensified, expanding to
much of the western US. Los Angeles received more rainfall than Cleveland that year. The results will used
for prediction models in the future. The above-average temperatures and dry conditions brought elevated fire
risk over the Great Basin and portions of the northern Intermountain West. Utirik was dry this week, so D1-L
continued to reflect the prolonged dryness of November July  This drought reversed itself completely the
following year. Drought can also lead to regionally specific problems. Drought worsened in , as much of the
United States also suffered from severe drought. The researchers analyze three recent droughts in detail and
conclude with policy challenges. Abnormal dryness also spread from the south northeastward to the Saginaw
Bay. In the Southwest U. Looking forward, as temperatures continue to rise, the IPCC and other researchers
anticipate an intensification of those regional trends. By the time the drought ended, of Texas's counties had
been declared federal disaster areas. Are Droughts Increasing? This section appears to be slanted towards
recent events. On St. Much of the Southwest and Alaska are both favored to have some badly needed
above-average precipitation, as is the Southeast and the northern tier of the CONUS. D3 conditions expanded
further east in southern Texas and developed in parts of Wichita and Wilbarger Counties in northern Texas.
Weather patterns, such as El Nino , and climate change heavily impact drought cycles. Meanwhile, a single
leaky faucetâ€”releasing just three drips a minuteâ€”wastes more than gallons of water in a year. The â€”
drought brought with it a major swarm of Rocky Mountain Locusts , as droughts benefit locusts, making
plants more nutritious and edible to locusts and reducing diseases that harm locusts. Early snow runoff in the
spring of due to higher temperatures resulted in less inflow into reservoirs in late spring and early summer.
Light precipitation continued into the spring of , with Atlanta, Georgia recording their driest first six months
on record. This includes data from rain gauges, climate patterns, reservoir level gauges, crop data, land use
information and satellites. After emerging from nearly a decade of drought conditions on June 11, moderate
drought D1 returned to both the eastern and western parts of Arizona this week, and abnormally dry D0
conditions spread across much of the rest of the state, save for part of the south.


