
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF ECONOMIC REVOLUTION IN

EUROPE

This article covers the Economic history of Europe from about AD to the present. For the . The introduction of the
high-temperature forge in northeast France led to mineral mining, although France had to import The Industrial
Revolution brought factories to Europe, especially England and Scotland, s to s.

But at the same time the tempo of mechanised work increased, and in many industrial countries thousands of
people continued to live in overpopulated slums with catastrophic hygienic conditions. In Germany new
methods of production developed very late because the country was divided up into so many small states. The
taille, which was levied mainly on the peasantry, increased from 2. City growth and technological change were
both modest until much later in the 19th century, save in pockets of northern Italy and northern Spain. The
Hanseatic League was founded for the purpose of joining forces for promoting mercantile interests, defensive
strength and political influence. The situation worsened with repeated disastrous harvests in the s. For this
reason businesses tended to concentrate on developing pre-industrial trades. Relatively traditional economic
sectors, in other words, did not disappear and even expanded in response to new needs for housing
construction or food production. Historians continue to debate many aspects of industrialization, including its
exact timeline, why it began in Britain as opposed to other parts of the world and the idea that it was actually
more of a gradual evolution than a revolution. In subsequent decades, English, Dutch and Flemish maritime
activity would create competition with French trade, which would eventually displace the major markets to the
northwest,[ where? By the 14th century, the Hanseatic League held a near-monopoly on trade in the Baltic,
especially with Novgorod and Scandinavia. Allen argues that the reason for this is the inventions of the
industrial revolution were more profitable to invent and use in Britain than in other countries due to the high
wages and cheaper energy costs there. Southern and eastern Europe, while importing a few model factories
and setting up some local rail lines, generally operated in a different economic orbit. This was why the United
Kingdom dictated the rhythm of progress to the rest of Europe from onwards for the next century or so.
Quality of Life During Industrialization Though many people in Britain had begun moving to the cities from
rural areas before the Industrial Revolution, this process accelerated dramatically with industrialization, as the
rise of large factories turned smaller towns into major cities over the span of decades. This system continued
until it was supplanted by industrial capitalism in the 18th Century. Meanwhile, changes in financial practice
especially in the Netherlands and in England , the second agricultural revolution in Britain and technological
innovations in France, Prussia and England not only promoted economic changes and expansion in
themselves, but also fostered the beginnings of the industrial revolution. Further information: Agriculture in
the Middle Ages Early in the first millennium, improvements in technique and technology began to emerge.
The book was recently updated and is now in its fourth edition. The mechanization of labor created by
technological innovation had made working in factories increasingly tedious and sometimes dangerous , and
many workers were forced to work long hours for pitifully low wages. Around the turn of the 20th century a
wave of strikes befell the major industrial countries. The manorial system , which existed under different
names throughout Europe and Asia, allowed large landowners significant control over both their land and its
laborers, in the form of peasants or serfs. A number of basic cultural trends, including new literary styles and
the spread of science, ran through the entire continent. Increased production heightened demands on the
transportation system to move raw materials and finished products. Landes, who died in , was a history and
economics professor at Harvard University where he earned his PhD in  The French and English armies during
the Hundred Years War marched back and forth across the land; they did not massacre civilians, but they
drained the food supply, disrupted agriculture and trade, and left disease and famine in their wake. These
peasants, in turn, produced food for sale in growing urban markets. This rapid urbanization brought significant
challenges, as overcrowded cities suffered from pollution, inadequate sanitation and a lack of clean drinking
water. Between and a fuller industrial society emerged, including new forms of states and of diplomatic and
military alignments. Producing cloth became faster and required less time and far less human labor.
Nevertheless after the customs union of productive heavy industries developed in the mining regions of upper
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Silesia, in the Saarland and the Ruhrgebiet. Crop yields peaked in the 13th century, and stayed more or less
steady until the 18th century. Agricultural output began to increase in the Carolingian age as a result of the
arrival of new crops, improvements in agricultural production, and good weather conditions. The 13 decades
from to spawned a series of economic catastrophes, with bad harvests, famines, plagues and wars that
overwhelmed four generations of Frenchmen. Europe witnessed important common patterns and increasing
interconnections, but these developments must be assessed in terms of nation-state divisions and, even more,
of larger regional differences. Overriding these important markers, however, a simpler division can also be
useful. At the same time, this was a century of growing nationalism , in which individual states jealously
protected their identities and indeed established more rigorous border controls than ever before. The plough
was significantly improved, developing into the mouldboard plough , capable of turning over the heavy, wet
soils of northern Europe. Soil exhaustion, overpopulation, wars, diseases and climate change caused hundreds
of famines in medieval Europe. In it, Smith promoted an economic system based on free enterprise, the private
ownership of means of production, and lack of government interference. Between and Europe dealt with the
forces of political revolution and the first impact of the Industrial Revolution. The word "luddite" refers to a
person who is opposed to technological change.


