
THE SUCCESSFUL DOMESTIC PROGRAMS OF CHARLES WILSON OF

GENERAL MOTORS

Charles Erwin Wilson (July 18, â€“ September 26, ) was an American engineer and businessman who served as United
States Secretary of Defense from to under President Dwight D. Eisenhower. Known as "Engine Charlie", he was
previously the president and chief executive officer of General Motors . The Army moved into missile and space
programs in an effort to.

The former, a memorandum to members of the Armed Forces Policy Council on November 26, , dealt with
five points of contention. Wilson assigned to the Air Force primary responsibility for tactical support for the
Army, although the Army could use surface-to-surface missiles for close support of its field operations. He
made no major changes from the previous division of responsibility but provided a more detailed and specific
listing of those functional areas for which the Army could procure its own aircraft and those for which it
would rely on the Air Force. Thus deeply religious woman who when President Truman telephoned him at
home on Sunday as he was departing for church, Mr. Wilson got a taste of the good life. The Army did move
into missile and space programs in an effort to preserve for itself a part in planning for and fighting a nuclear
war, but in the late s it continued to push for adoption of a new national security policy acknowledging the
primacy of limited war. He also had charge of an atomic research facility at Schenectady, N. Fascinated with
mechanics, he enrolled at the Carnegie Institute of Technology and completed the four-year program in three
years, graduating near the top of his class. Wilson indicated his intention to retire from office shortly after the
start of the second Eisenhower term and left on 8 October  Wilson's nomination sparked a major controversy
during his confirmation hearings before the Senate Armed Services Committee, specifically over his large
stockholdings in General Motors. Not only did he turn them out faster and better than his competitors, but he
also took hand in design. Some critics maintained that it made impossible the fighting of a limited non-nuclear
war. First, Wilson limited the Army to small aircraft with specifically defined functions within combat zones.
Wilson returned to General Electric in and began an anti-union campaign. Kissinger , who noted that the
United States and the Soviet Union had or were acquiring the power to destroy each other with strategic
nuclear weapons, thus precluding their rational use in response to a limited attack. Wilson's displays of
irritation, however, were rare. To address those and other nagging questions, Wilson issued two important
documents. He noted in his semi-annual report at the end of FY that the services, which had eight categories of
guided missiles available for various tasks, could not agree on their respective roles and missions in relation to
these and other planned missile systems. He made no major changes from the previous division of
responsibility; rather, he provided a more detailed and specific listing of those functional areas for which the
Army could procure its own aircraft and those for which it would rely on the Air Force. He looked on the
assistant secretaries as his "vice presidents'' and tried to run the Pentagon like an industrial corporation.
Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other problems. Wilson's private papers
are located at Anderson College in Anderson, Indiana. Eisenhower had criticized Truman's policies during the
campaign, arguing that they were reactive rather than positive and that they forced the United States to
compete with the Soviet Union on terms laid down by the latter. True security cannot be founded on arms and
arms alone. Increased competition among the services resulting from the New Look compelled Wilson to deal
with the perennially troublesome question of service roles and missions, complicated by the introduction of
new weapons, especially missiles. Wilson's atitude to organized labor was one of general resistance, and many
union leaders regarded him as a tough opponent. Secretary Wilson resigned from Eisenhower's Cabinet in late 
There will be a funeral service Thursday at 10 A. First, Wilson limited the Army to small aircraft with
specifically defined functions within combat zones. Wilson indicated his intention to retire from office shortly
after the start of the second Eisenhower term and left on October 8,  Wilson's talent for delegating and
coordinating military production was so impressive that President Harry S. Wilson worked then, as he did
later, 60 hours a week. Wilson concentrated on producing these items while in Bridgeport for 14 years.
Roosevelt brought Mr. Truman as the chairman of the blue-ribbon President's Committee on Civil Rights in to 
Hugh M. Its standing threatened by the New Look, the Army questioned the wisdom of reliance on "massive
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retaliation" and strategic air power to the neglect of other force elements. In Wilson moved to Remy Electric, a
General Motors subsidiary, as chief engineer and sales manager. The first, a memorandum to members of the
Armed Forces Policy Council on 26 November , dealt with five points of contention. They found the Air Force
and Army tried to implement the rules but found spotty compliance in actual Pentagon research.


