
PERFORMANCE TASK

A performance task is any learning activity or assessment that asks students to perform to demonstrate their knowledge,
understanding and.

While selected-response and short-answer assessments are fine for assessing discrete knowledge and skills,
they are incapable of providing evidence of the skills deemed most critical for the 21st century. Assessment
lists also enable the teacher to efficiently provide students with information on the strengths and weaknesses
of their work. In the beginning, most performance tasks should fall on the short end of the continuum. Your
team will share this information with the public through the various media resources owned and operated by
the newspaper. Here are seven general characteristics of performance tasks: Performance tasks call for the
application of knowledge and skills, not just recall or recognition. Students are provided with data on the
number of eligible voters and the number that actually voted in local, state, and federal elections over the past
10 years. Primarily because of this impact of testing on instruction, many practitioners favor test reform and
the new performance assessments. They can include everything from research papers to artistic representations
of information learned. Authentic tasks have a side benefit â€” they convey purpose and relevance to students,
helping learners see a reason for putting forth effort in preparing for them. Common Framework of
Assessment Lists When teachers at a grade level, school, or school district use and adapt similar assessment
lists for student work such as graphs, students encounter a common framework for learning from subject to
subject, from grade to grade, and from school to school. For example, a student may be asked to explain
historical events, generate scientific hypotheses, solve math problems, converse in a foreign language, or
conduct research on an assigned topic. Reflections may be included in student portfolios in which students
may make a note of their growth based on the materials in the portfolio. Teachers find that many activities
they are already doing can be shaped into performance-learning tasks. Before they submit their work, students
do a final inspection of their own graphs and complete the self-assessment column. Performance assessment
requires a greater expense of time, planning and thought from students and teachers. Exhibit 1. What kinds of
performance tasks are students expected to complete? It lists several important elements of the graph and
describes three levels of quality for each: terrific, OK, and needs work. Your purpose is to persuade your
audience, not to antagonize. What Is the Balance? I had to help them to start thinking. Ironically, the
widespread use of narrow, inauthentic assessments and test prep practices at the classroom level can
unwittingly undermine the very competencies called for by the next generation academic Standards and 21st
Century Skills.


