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A world trade organization, labor supporters argued, would only accelerate the would be a historic change in the world's
trading regime, and labor's stake in it. . are one of the WTO's levers for introducing standards for internal policies that.

Proponents of linking labor rights to trade rules build on the conventional case for free trade. Goods produced
domestically and abroad must receive the same "national treatment"â€”equal access to domestic markets. This
was to be an ambitious effort to make globalization more inclusive and help the world's poor, particularly by
slashing barriers and subsidies in farming. And its court-like rulings are not made by U. The WTO is also a
centre of economic research and analysis: regular assessments of the global trade picture in its annual
publications and research reports on specific topics are produced by the organization. For small countries in
particular, the rule of law established for international trade by the WTO actually strengthens their
sovereignty, because it protects their independence from bilateral bullying. Developing countries have been
strongly opposed, fearing that these concerns are put forward only as a cloak for protectionism. However, the
WTO represents the first opportunity since to give the issue serious attention. It has no written bylaws, makes
decisions by consensus, and has never taken a vote on any issue. Finally, Ryu and Stone also reveal mixed
incentives when firms are supporting the complainant side. The whole WTO package was endorsed barely five
years ago, in April , as the result of the seven-year Uruguay Round of negotiations. Each member has the right
of recourse to an agreed dispute settlement mechanism to settle differences over whether other commitments
are being respected. Countries whose trading partners open up their markets gain through higher exports:
workers in export industries tend to receive higher pay and enjoy greater security. Longer adjustment times are
usually given for developing countries, and especially the least-developed countries, as well as other special
provisions to take account of their situation. The WTO could define fair trade to include labor standards. This
would be a major advance for labor in industrial countries, for human rights, and for the welfare of the most
marginalized people in Third World countries. But there is more to the WTO than a blind pursuit of free trade,
and there is nothing automatic or easy about the process: The member countries themselves decide how far
they want to go in removing trade barriers and distortions. The WTO, and all its associated agreements and
rules, is simply the expression of the will of its member governments: The agreements result from negotiations
among the member governments. Panels are established to look at each disputeâ€”there have been about 30
established since â€”and, after several layers of appeals have been exhausted, the findings of these panels are
binding. Trade fosters growth and development. The decision was taken by consensus at the General Council
meeting on 26 July and marks the first time a Ministerial Conference is to be organized in Central Asia. Now
might be the time to press for the linkage of labor rights to trade rules in the WTO. In several areas, including
that of agriculture mentioned above, groups of developed and developing countries make common cause. The
WTO can now apply to many service industriesâ€”including banking, insurance, management consulting, and
travelâ€”the same policies that GATT applied to manufacturing. As a result, there have been an increasing
number of bilateral free trade agreements between governments. The great majority of WTO members are
democracies. This cooperation, which also brings in UNCTAD and other agencies, particularly in efforts to
help the least-developed countries, is expanding steadily. John Maynard Keynes, the original architect of the
Bretton Woods system, had hoped to develop worldwide trading rules that would avoid the destructive
protectionism prevalent during the Great Depression, while preserving a commitment to full employment.
Finally, in addition to these rules, the WTO has the authority to resolve disputes and to issue penalties and
sanctions. Organized labor and its friends would do well to make the WTO a priority issue. A linkage of labor
rights and trade rules would help promote a "high-road" form of development in the Third World by relieving
those countries of a competitive race to the bottom in which they are pressed to guarantee a union-free and
regulation-free labor market to a Nike or Wal-Mart supplier. They find no direct effect of left government on
labor provisions. WTO could be referred to as the product of globalization and also as one of the most
important organizations in today's globalized society. To this list are added intellectual property claims by
France over the use of its regional wine labels and Switzerland's assertion that only it can use the Swiss Army
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Knife appellation. In lending China MFN status, the United States voluntarily allows China to receive the
rewards of WTO membership as it pertains to trade between the two countries, even though China has been
denied membership to the trade organization as a whole. It holds no public hearings, and in fact has never
opened its processes to the public. These include: belief that better implementation of existing WTO
agreements, including faster removal of textiles restrictions, longer transition timetables for developing
countries and greater technical assistance, should have priority over negotiation on new issues desire to change
or ease some WTO rules which they believe give inadequate weight to their situation disappointment at
continuing barriers to their exports, particularly against processed products based on their own natural
resources concern at the practical burdens involved in taking part in WTO work for the small delegations of
developing countries, and at the cost of dispute cases special problems of the least-developed countries see the
previous chapter of this booklet In addition, like all other members, each developing country seeks through the
WTO to reach national objectives that reflect its own particular economic and trade strengths and weaknesses.


