
A MORAL WILDERNESS SETTING IN THE

A Moral Wilderness In The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne conveys a stark contrast between Puritan disciplinary
institutions, such as the prison and scaffold, .

Once accomplished, should not that be enough? Added all together, these characteristics of imperial Roman
society led to a very low fertility level. Through strengthened Christian homes, the Puritans believed, corrupt
society might be regenerated. In fact, the narrator associates Nature with kindness and love from the very
beginning of this story, when the wild rosebush reminds all that "the deep heart of Nature could pity and be
kind to him" 1. The Christians' Startling Ideas Into this moral wilderness entered the followers of the crucified
and risen Nazarene. As a priest, the framework of order inevitably constrained him. They pointed to a popular
literature that ridiculed marriage and debased women. As Miller nicely summarizes, their task was not a mere
Christian "scouting expedition" for a battered remnant of persecuted Separatists. Into the Woods But while the
Puritans seem to be kind of terrified of the forest, the narrator isn't. Almost alone among contemporary
philosophers, he seems incapable of being a bore. While Caufield has never lacked for ambition, the departure
from his signature styles is marked. Still more surprising was the nature of this resurgence in Catholic family
life. Historical sociologist Rodney Stark emphasizes how this emerging Christian culture sanctified the
marriage bond. Although fertility rose for all American religious groups during the period â€”, it rose far more
rapidly and continued longer among Roman Catholics. The Reformers emphasized the disorders, hypocrisy,
and flight from responsibility to be found in manyâ€”they said mostâ€”of the well-endowed convents and
monasteries. Girls and male babies with less than perfect physical form were the usual victims. Conversions,
both direct and through marriage particularly Christian women marrying pagan men , are part of the answer. In
his popular book Christian Nurture, he strove to rekindle "a great and momentous truth"â€”what he called the
"organic unity of the family. The only difference is that in the case of morality, the thread of intelligible
tradition has been damaged beyond repair. And be the stern and sad truth spoken, that the breach which guilt
has once made into the human soul is never, in this mortal state, repaired. Supreme Court, please take note!
The Women of La Leche The second example of an intentional Christian effort to reform and renew family
life in America began much closer to our own time.


