
ANTI BIAS EDUCATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

What Is Anti-Bias Education? Early childhood educators have deep faith in the principle that all people deserve the
opportunities and resources to fulfill their.

For Educators For Parents, Families, and Caregivers Anti-bias education is an approach to teaching and
learning designed to increase understanding of differences and their value to a respectful and civil society and
to actively challenge bias, stereotyping and all forms of discrimination in schools and communities. Over the
past several months, we have wandered down many curriculum paths in our classroom with children who are
3 to 5 years old. What Is Anti-Bias Education? Click here to order our book. Through this lens we all see the
value of the work ahead. Relying on a process of reflection to think through topics and conversations one
might have with children gives us time to choose our words carefully, evaluate concepts by judging their
developmental appropriateness, and translate the subject into words and concepts young children will
understand. You are a really good friend, Jonah. It took me some time to understand how important it is to
give children the appropriate language to talk about these things. Providing all students with a quality
educationâ€”one in which academic and social-emotional development are inseparable goalsâ€”is essential to
attaining equity and fostering responsible, engaged citizenship. Preschoolers take the issue of fairness very
seriously, and they were consumed with questions about whether the president was being fair. Because our
teaching team is composed of white women, our initial lens during conversations about race and American
institutions comes from a perspective of privilege. When people feel supported in their learning,
disequilibrium and discomfort can lead to real growth. Published in October by Teachers College Press of
Columbia University, the book is co-authored by colleagues Louise Derman-Sparks, international anti-bias
education expert, and John Nimmo, early childhood consultant. Discover how you can foster a more
empathetic classroom. The effort to learn about and implement a race-conscious, antibias approach to early
childhood education got under way in the fall when we began meeting regularly to discuss our own
experiences with race and diversity. Allow the children to build an anti-bias stance through their thinking as a
group. So Zena and I went to go find the boy and ask him why he did it. Finally, while discussions about race
can be difficult for many educators, they tend to be especially difficult for those of us who work with very
young children. Was an intervention required? Try not to jump to conclusions. I still have a lot to learn, too. It
evolves from the belief that children have the ability to develop an anti-bias stance through their own
meaning-making. Nor did the demographic makeup of our workplace make those conversations any simpler.
As teachers, parents, and supportive community members, we need to make a conscious choice to engage in
courageous conversations with young children. This should not deter you from the work. A concluding
thought This journey can be challenging for early childhood educators, especially for many of us who were
raised to be colorblind and to avoid explicit discussions of racial differences. Cowell is Cherokee, and you will
hurt her feelings! Teachers are always choosing which lines of inquiry to scaffold and extend. A basic
principle in early childhood work is that when educators treat children as if they are strong, intelligent, and
kind, children are far more likely to behave in strong, intelligent, kind ways. Anti-Bias Education is for All
Students Anti-bias education provides opportunities for students, educators and families to learn from and
about one another and explore ways to address bias and prejudice through awareness, intervention and
personal action.


