
WRITING A HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS TEMPLATES

Although there is no single authority on write-ups, these guidelines will help you avoid common mistakes. History of
Present Illness (HPI): The history of present illness can be viewed as a hypothesis generating statement. Good
examples.

S is known to have poorly controlled diabetes and hypertension. So, maintain a healthy dose of skepticism
when reviewing notes and get in the habit of verifying critical primary data. Items which were noted in the
HPI e. Pupils are 4 mm and briskly reactive to light. The patient was therefore continued on medical therapy.
He has no prior history of trauma to the chest, prior coronary artery disease or anxiety. While a Chest X-Ray
and smoking history offer important supporting data, they are not diagnostic. She develops horizontal diplopia
in all directions of gaze especially when looking to the left. Also, get in the habit of looking for the data that
supports each diagnosis that the patient is purported to have. Knowing what to include and what to leave out
will be largely dependent on experience and your understanding of illness and pathophysiology. Medications
MEDS : Includes all currently prescribed medications as well as over the counter and non-traditional
therapies. At the same time, she also noted a strange sensation in her right eyelid. It lasted perhaps 1 minute.
These comments are referred to as "pertinent positives. She rates the pain as 7 or 8 on a scale of 1 to 10, with
10 being the worst possible headache. Sexual History, including: types of activity, history of STIs. He denies
fevers, chills, cough, wheezing, nausea vomiting, recent travel, or sick contacts. When dealing with this type
of situation, first spend extra time and effort assuring yourself that the symptoms are truly unconnected and
worthy of addressing in the HPI. Click a selection or selections if you are choosing from all care providers.
Only negative statements belong in the pertinent negatives section. This includes a description of location,
quality, severity, duration, timing, context, modifying factors and associated signs and symptoms significantly
related to the presenting problem s. The last headache of that type was two months ago. Some HPIs are rather
straight forward. The following is an example of an HPI that contains three chronic conditions and their
statuses: Example: The patient has a history of diabetes, hypertension, and hyperlipidemia. Thus, early in
training, it is a good idea to practice asking all of these questions so that you will be better able to use them for
obtaining historical information when interviewing future patients. If, for example, you believe that the
patient's chest pain is of cardiac origin, you will highlight features that support this notion e. Smith also notes
that for the past two to three weeks, she has been having intermittent pounding bifrontal headaches that
worsen with straining, such as when coughing or having a bowel movement. Convergence is impaired. DM:
diagnosed , oral hypoglycemics, Hgb A1C 8. This complies with CMS guidelines. There is ptosis of the right
eye. Without this knowledge, the reader would be significantly handicapped in their ability to understand the
patient's current condition. Her visual symptoms have not changed since the initial presentation. She denies
previous episodes of transient or permanent visual or neurologic changes. She has never taken anything for
these headaches other than ibuprofen or Vicodin, both of which are partially effective. This format is easy to
read and makes bytes of chronological information readily apparent to the reader. She denies associated
nausea, vomiting, photophobia, loss of vision, seeing flashing lights or zigzag lines, numbness, weakness,
language difficulties, and gait abnormalities.


