
MSC DISSERTATION PLANNING

This guide addresses the task of planning and conducting a small research project, such as for an undergraduate or
masters' level dissertation. It aims to help.

However, with an early start, good organisation, constant reading, and good notes, the process of actually
sitting down and writing the beast will not be too painful. Work closely with your supervisor and respect the
time and advice that they give you. Undertaking a literature survey Regardless of whether you have been
given a dissertation topic or you have developed your own ideas, you will need to be able to demonstrate the
rationale for your research, and to describe how it fits within the wider research context in your area. Be
organised and take detailed notes when you are undertaking your literature survey and data collection. You
will want to read the core works in your area, but do not hesitate to branch into other areas as well. Not a day
should go by, in the end, without something having been written. Rather, flag up these problems and show
your examiners how you overcame them. They should be as recent as possible because this indicates what
people are talking about currently. It is a good idea to make an appointment to see the librarian specialising in
your subject. Do not be upset that you have encountered a problem. If a problem is intractable you should
arrange to meet your supervisor as soon as possible. The truth is a master's thesis can be many things, but one
thing all good submissions will have in common is a stellar level of organisation. Duration: 1. If so, estimate
how significant the problem is to answering your research question, and try to calculate what it will take to
resolve the situation. The real value of your pilot study is what it tells you about your method. Refer to the
guides Effective Note Making , Referencing and Bibliographies , and Avoiding Plagiarism , for further help
with note-making. Writing a dissertation is a stressful undertaking. In this article, we have outlined the
ultimate pieces of advice so that you can ace your master's dissertation and reach that finish line. What impact
did it have on you as a researcher? A crucial skill of the researcher is to define clearly the boundaries of their
research and to stick to them. If you are at a complete loss, however, we recommend gathering up a half-dozen
or so recent academic articles in your area that interest you. Once you start reading, ensure that you think
about what you are trying to get out of each article or book that you read.


