
RABBIT PROOF FENCE NOTES

Get all the key plot points of Doris Pilkington's Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence on one page. From the creators of
SparkNotes.

The town lies along the northern part of one of the fences making up Australia's rabbit-proof fence called
Number One Fence , which runs for over one thousand miles. Seemingly against all odds, they make it back to
their families. These three girls are part of what is referred to today as the "Stolen Generations". When the
fourteen-year-old half-white, half-Aboriginal girl Molly Craig is taken from her mother in Jigalong with her
eight-year-old sister Daisy Kadibill, and their ten-year-old cousin Gracie Fields to the distant Moore River
Native Center, they run away trying to return to the tribe in the desert. Western Australia,  His work includes
such titles as The Quiet American. Molly was told that no one had ever successfully escaped. Neville soon
figures out their strategy and sends Moodoo and Riggs after them. With the influx first of white raiders and
pirates and then "peaceful" English settlers, there was a multitude of half-English children. He has said he
wanted to make a film in which every Australian viewer would become so emotionally involved that they
would want to adopt the three girls as their own children. Molly had learned how to navigate through the
countryside from her father, always keeping an eye on the position of the sun. They walked barefooted
through thick forests and wide heathlands. See also. The three girls are representatives of the real women they
play, but they also symbolise the thousands upon thousands of children cruelly removed from their homes.
The government is hunting them, sending out search planes and trackers to try and corner the girls in the vast
wilds of the outback. Molly, at fourteen, was the eldest of the three girls who are at the heart of the story. They
evade Moodoo several times, receiving aid from strangers in the harsh Australian country they travel. Under
the law, he has the right to seize "half-caste" children, those with both Aborigine and white parentage, to be
housed on native settlements, where they are to be "re-educated" to western ways, eventually to become
servants for whites. Molly's father was a white man who was the inspector of the rabbit-proof fence. Chapter 1
In the early s, two leaders of Aboriginal tribes separately encounter white English colonists. Molly was
eventually recaptured, as well, and her daughterâ€”Doris the author â€”was raised in the Moore River facility
herself. Although he is an experienced tracker, Moodoo is unable to find them. Molly and Daisy, devastated
by the separation but determined to complete the journey, carry on towards home. Gracie and Daisy decide to
go along with Molly and the three girls sneak off without being noticed. Anyone who tried to escape was
placed in the "boob" jail , beaten with a strap, had their heads shaved and were given only bread and water for
a week. Rabbit-Proof Fence â€” whose fictionalised elements are all drawn from the accounts of other
members of the stolen generations â€” undeniably played a role in shifting the national conversation around
the stolen generations. As the nomadic desert tribes of Western Australia seek a consistent food supply their
hunting grounds and arable lands having been occupied by whites , settlements like the Jigalong depot, which
allow the Aboriginals to maintain a semi-nomadic lifestyle supplemented by government rations, begin to
thrive as centers of Aboriginal life. Molly and Daisy soon walk after her and find her at a train station. The
information finds its way to an Aboriginal traveller who "helps" the girls. But Molly was undeterred. Within a
few years of its coming out, an enormous number of Australians had seen this movie â€” far more than had
watched any previous Australian film dealing with an Aboriginal issue. They will attempt the impossible.
Copy to Clipboard. The assertion is that this measure will protect the Aborigine population, as if they are left
to intermingle within Aborigine communities, half-castes will turn the community white, as the weaker
Aborigine gene will be bred out within a few generations. Their pursuers take orders from the government's
"Chief Protector of Aborigines", A. In , a rabbit-proof fence which runs through Western Australia, designed
to keep invasive rabbit populations from migrating to coastal towns from the bush in the east, has been
completed, though it is not as effective as the government hoped it would be. Epilogue[ edit ] The film's
epilogue shows recent footage of Molly and Daisy.


