
HOW TO WRITE A LITERATURE REVIEW IN APA

There are two common types of papers written in fields using APA Style: the literature review and the experimental
report. Each has unique requirements.

Summarize and synthesize Remember to summarize and synthesize your sources within each paragraph as
well as throughout the review. Your interpretation of the available sources must be backed up with evidence to
show that what you are saying is valid. A summary is a recap of the important information of the source, but a
synthesis is a re-organization, or a reshuffling, of that information. Under this method, you would combine the
recent studies on American whaling in the 19th century with Moby Dick itself in the category, even though the
authors wrote a century apart. Methodological: A methodological approach differs from the two above in that
the focusing factor usually does not have to do with the content of the material. However, before you begin
writing, you must evaluate your reference list to ensure that it is up to date and has reported the most current
work. While the study focuses on one topic, harpoon technology, it will still be organized chronologically.
Comprehensive knowledge of the literature of the field is essential to most research papers. Important: If you
copy the exact words from an article, be sure to cite the page number as you will need this should you decide
to use the quote when you write your review as direct quotes must always be accompanied by page references.
New York: Longman,  Simon and Schuster Handbook for Writers. Be consistent in how you record notes.
Organizing the body Once you have the basic categories in place, then you must consider how you will present
the sources themselves within the body of your paper. If you have limited time to conduct research, literature
reviews can give you an overview or act as a stepping stone. Put in only what is necessary. Revise, revise,
revise Draft in hand? In a research paper, you use the literature as a foundation and as support for a new
insight that you contribute. Access or File Maker Pro , in an Excel spreadsheet, or the "old-fashioned" way of
using note cards. Why do we write literature reviews? If you are using an electronic form of note taking, you
might note these descriptors in a separate field e. Your analysis can make generalizations across a majority of
studies, but should also note inconsistencies across studies and over time. The sources support what Falk and
Mills are saying. Identify gaps in the literature, and reflect on why these might exist based on the
understandings that you have gained by reading literature in this field of study. Check the flow of your
argument for coherence. That is because the survey nature of the literature review does not allow for in-depth
discussion or detailed quotes from the text. Body: Contains your discussion of sources and is organized either
chronologically, thematically, or methodologically see below for more information on each. Then your review
would have subsections according to eras within this period. Plan to describe relevant theories. Glendale, CA:
Pyrczak Publishing. What types of sources books, journal articles, websites? Your role as a reviewer is to
evaluate what you read, so that your review is not a mere description of different articles, but rather a critical
analysis that makes sense of the collection of articles that you are reviewing. Now what is the most effective
way of presenting the information? You are also developing skills in reviewing and writing, to provide a
foundation on which you will build in subsequent courses within your M. Anson, Chris M. The subsections
might include how they are personified, how their proportions are exaggerated, and their behaviors
misunderstood. For instance, first you would talk about the British biological studies of the 18th century, then
about Moby Dick, published in , then the book on sperm whales in other art , and finally the biology articles s
and the recent articles on American whaling of the 19th century. In the case of this Educ introductory literature
review, your initial purpose is to provide an overview of the topic that is of interest to you, demonstrating your
understanding of key works and concepts within your chosen area of focus. In the sciences, for instance,
treatments for medical problems are constantly changing according to the latest studies. Galvan captures the
difference between an annotated bibliography and a literature review very well: " More and more cultural
studies scholars are accepting popular media as a subject worthy of academic consideration.


