
DATABASE DESIGN PROCESS CASE STUDY

Illustrating the six-step relational database design process using case studies.

If students have difficulty finding 'primary data sources', they are generally discouraged from pursuing the
system. Therefore, your focus should always be on the concept or technique being presented, not on the
example itself. With What Central to the success of this assignment is the rate of knowledge acquisition
students are presented with. In addition, they are required to provide user and technical documentation to
support their product. The Formal Proposal requires students to informally specify their proposed system.
Students have the option to produce either a traditional word processed manual, or more recently, an HTML
web or Windows Help file. This assignment also provides students with real experience in planning, time
lining, cooperating within a group, delegating and communicating on many levels. To do this, students draw
on their experience of windows applications, previous assignments and a little common knowledge. Students
are required to provide documentation on two levels: User documentation involves language aimed at the
end-user of the system. He records sales on preprinted forms, maintains employee and vendor information on
sheets of paper storing them in manila folders , and writes information about his regular customers on index
cards. Using the CASE Tool, students can verify their manually generated relational table designs - I force
students to manually apply the algorithm to their own diagram, it appears to provide them with a better basis
to later apply 'controlled redundancy' the balance between the amount of redundancy with the number and
complexity of their tables and it forces them to constantly evaluate their model against their proposal. How
Student groups select a topic of interest, either from the list of suitable topics presented with the item or one of
their own devising. This assessment instrument involves the student in the many and varied tasks that typify
system development, working either singly or in groups of up to 3. Using MS Access, students create tables,
forms, queries, reports and macros necessary to present database services to the end-user. A Conceptual
Schema is then drawn, including as complete a picture of constraints and inter-fact type relationships as is
possible. I provide only a few details about the company in this chapter, but I'll supply more as I present each
new concept or technique. Undaunted, Mike has decided to hire a database consultant to design the database
for him. I, on the other hand, would prefer to equip them well first so their progress through the project is as
independent and predictable as possible due to the complexity of the development process and the intensity of
requests for assistance. By this stage, students have had extensive experience manipulating existing databases
using SQL, simple table creation and an understanding of the relational model of data. Students unable to
complete a phase are welcome to forego the marks in order that the phase is completed for them in
consultation with their teacher. The View Definition and Menu System provides students many challenges and
rewards. That process was unwieldy, time-consuming, and fraught with errors. Considerable class time is
devoted to this assignment, and it is expected that students at least match the amount of class time with their
own time most however choose to use more of their own time than has been allocated in class. Who Whilst St.
Ideally, upon implementation of this database, a systems analyst would have been assigned the task of
designing a module dedicated to special scholarship billing; this has not been the case. Saying that, however,
we get a diverse range of student ability participating in this complex discipline.


