
THE EUROPEAN WITCH HUNT

The witch trials in Early Modern Europe came in waves and then subsided. There were trials in the 15th and early 16th.

In England the last execution for witchcraft was in  They believed that witches made a pact or agreement with
the Devil and agreed to worship and serve him. Middleton, records the conviction of the Lugbara tribe of
Kenya that a witch is a man [emphasis added] who perverts a mystical power of kinship for his own selfish
ends and is therefore an evil person. This concept goes a long way toward explaining not just why
witch-hunting mania exploded in Europe, but also why it took hold where it did. Next, they would smear local
herbs on the hands of the suspect and that of a second, innocent man [emphasis added]. It is unclear whether
the three men were aware of each other's work. Women are by nature instruments of Satan -- they are by
nature carnal, a structural defect rooted in the original creation. By the s, local pastors had joined preaching
friars in spreading this newly standardized concept of witches across the mountainous German-speaking
region, priming paranoia that the Catholic-Protestant holy wars soon transformed into full-blown hysteria. The
majority were female but a significant minority were men. The book was soon banned by the Church in , and
Kramer was censured , but it was nevertheless reprinted in 14 editions by and became unduly influential in the
secular courts. Police say suspected witches have been killed in the past 18 months, but the Ministry of Home
Affairs believes that the true figure is much higher. In England the use of torture was rare and the methods far
more restrained. Almost all cultures believed that you could use supernatural means to help hunting or to make
your crops grow better or to make humans or animals more fertile. Sanslaus Anunda, a year-old tribal elder,
said that during his youth, villagers had a foolproof method for determining guilt. The Reuters news agency
reported in that "eight men in Accra, Ghana, were accused of using witchcraft to snatch penises. Both the
English and Scottish parliaments passed laws against witchcraft in  As the accusations and threats grew
stronger, the Dangale family fled their homes in Dzimauli. Most historians agree that the majority of those
persecuted in these witch trials were innocent of any involvement in Devil worship. Katz draws out the depths
of this misogyny through a comparison with anti-semitism: The medieval conception of women shares much
with the corresponding medieval conception of Jews. Then they put me in a truck and drove me to a deserted
place and dropped me off with my husband and my three children. Levack focused on recorded trials, not
executions, because in many cases we have evidence that a trial occurred but no indication of its outcomes.


