
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION PRINCIPLES

Since the number of English language learners is growing exponentially, it is imperative that the language acquisition
principles of ELL are.

This ability to sequence specific vowels gives newborn infants some of the fundamental mechanisms needed
in order to learn the complex organization of a language. While all theories of language acquisition posit some
degree of innateness, they vary in how much value they place on this innate capacity to acquire language.
Challenge the student to add more. However, over time, it gradually becomes concentrated into two areas â€”
Broca's area and Wernicke's area. Although the student may seem completely fluent, he or she still benefit
from visual support, building on background knowledge, pre-teaching vocabulary and making connections
between content areas. In this model, children are seen as gradually building up more and more complex
structures, with Lexical categories like noun and verb being acquired before Functional- syntactic categories
like determiner and complementiser. Check the results as a class. Additionally, these studies proposed that
first language and second-language acquisition may be represented differently in the cortex. Reinforce
learning by modeling the correct usage. Although this would hold merit in an evolutionary psychology
perspective i. The 6 Principles are for all educators who interact with English language learners. Provide
minimal error correction. Skinner's behaviourist idea was strongly attacked by Noam Chomsky in a review
article in , calling it "largely mythology" and a "serious delusion. Reinforce learning by modeling correct
language usage when students make mistakes. Researchers are unable to experimentally test the effects of the
sensitive period of development on language acquisition, because it would be unethical to deprive children of
language until this period is over. The as-yet unresolved question is the extent to which the specific cognitive
capacities in the "nature" component are also used outside of language. For instance, a child may broaden the
use of mummy and dada in order to indicate anything that belongs to its mother or father, or perhaps every
person who resembles its own parents, or say rain while meaning I don't want to go out. Chomsky also
rejected the term "learning", which Skinner used to claim that children "learn" language through operant
conditioning. Additionally, Sanskrit grammarians debated for over twelve centuries whether humans' ability to
recognize the meaning of words was god-given possibly innate or passed down by previous generations and
learned from already established conventions: a child learning the word for cow by listening to trusted
speakers talking about cows. Correction in the early stages of language learning may affect the confidence
level of the student. Goals should be set according to the student performance level required. Continue to
develop language skills as gaps arise by using the strategies listed above. Briefly, this is a theoretical construct
denoting the set of tasks a child is capable of performing with guidance, but not alone. Re-phrase incorrect
statements in correct English, or ask the student if they know another way to say it. If a child knows fifty
words or less by the age of 24 months, he or she is classified as a late-talker and future language development,
like vocabulary expansion and the organization of grammar, is likely to be slower and stunted. Have literate
students write short sentences or words in graphic organizers. A lack of language richness by this age has
detrimental and long-term effects on the child's cognitive development, which is why it is so important for
parents to engage their infants in language. There is much information from Walqui article that gives a brief
overview of ELL students and how things looked in the past for these students. However, there are other
factors that need to be considered, these include Language and thought, attunement and attachment. This
fascination has led to the development of numerous theories of language acquisition. There have been many
different studies examining different modes of language acquisition prior to birth. Human language
development is a huge debate between Nature Vs Nurture within theorists of various fields in psychology. It
may also be helpful to discuss language goals with the student so you can assist in providing modeling and
correction in specified areas.


