
CAMERAS IN THE COURTROOM

At its September session, the Judicial Conference adopted the report of its Ad Hoc Committee on Cameras in the
Courtroom. The report recommended a.

Following the televised trial of O. After all, the programme would provide me with the opportunity to convey
my views on law and justice to the public at large. Hence the right of appeal against conviction is very limited.
Opponents of cameras say they distract participants Although defendants have a right to a public trial, the
courts have yet to rule that they have a right to a televised trial. He will be exposed to public reaction that
might be wholly unjustified if he is subsequently acquitted. On this last point, one of the basic roles of a
criminal sentence is general deterrence deterring people from doing the crime because they see what the
penalty is. After the defendant was found guilty of the charges, he appealed his conviction, arguing that the
television coverage had denied him a fair trial. Jody pretends not to notice at first, but then all the girls do the
same. We should first, I think, ask what exactly do we mean by transparent? Lawyers and the judiciary are
already sufficiently accountable. In fact, it would be unlikely that the trial of a defendant whose identity was
protected would be televised, as much of the audience and human interest is derived from the behaviour of this
central character in the courtroom. Supreme Court proceedings. However, there is no evidence of such
distortion in many televised public inquiries. In the common law system, the jurors, and not judges, try the
facts. Now, I would be the last person to say that television images in and of courts should not be permitted.
Even if he is found not guilty, the publicity he has already suffered may ruin his chances of future employment
or anonymity. The search for the truth will not be assisted by encouraging the protagonists to rely on
one-liners for the cameras. Because of their different objectives and priorities, the law and the media simply
do not speak the same language. The defendant, the witnesses and the audience started communicating
uninhibitedly in the courtroom compromising the authority of the judge. Broadcasters have waged perennial
battles, petitioning the courts to allow them to record judicial proceedings. We see trials on television not only
from our local courts, but also from foreign jurisdictions. We should not jeopardise individual liberty in the
pursuit of a real-life courtroom thriller. The pilot will be studied by the Federal Judicial Center. Before the
trial, the defendant moved to exclude photographic and broadcast coverage of the proceedings. Maxwell , the
Court ordered a retrial of Dr. Supreme Court ruled in a way unfavorable to courtroom photography in , when it
decided Estes v. I was actively opposed to tough punishments for young people, which in my opinion do more
harm than good in most cases. Putting cameras into court will improve the trial process, as public monitoring
provides a powerful incentive for the judiciary and the lawyers to increase their efficiency and adhere to good
standards of behaviour. The trial judge ultimately allowed television coverage of the trial but only from a
booth constructed in the rear of the courtroom. And still other states allow televised coverage only of appellate
proceedings. In the most restrictive states, trial coverage is allowed only when all parties consent. Cameras in
the courtroom will prevent the public being misled. There is a clear tension between the democratic right of
the people at large to watch a trial, and the liberty of the defendant in any given case. Some witnesses fidget
nervously before cameras, possibly harming their credibility with jurors. Allegations of massive swindling
against financier Billie Sol Estes had attracted national media attention. This would be contrary to the
principle of rehabilitation that is at the core of penal policy. The answers are obvious. May  The driver stops
the car and steps out to see what is going on. Unless the presiding judge decides not to make the recordings
publicly available, they will subsequently be posted on www. Would any judge make an occasional ignorant
comment if he or she knew that it would be beamed into every home in the land? Justice Education Society.


