
COMPONENTS HISTORY ESSAY

The purpose of this guide is to provide you with the basics for writing undergraduate history essays and papers. It is a
guide only, and its step by step approach.

Is not vague, narrow or broad. If you need to do outside research, the UCLA library system offers plenty of
resources. Remember however that merely "reading everything" doesn't guarantee you'll do good writing.
Dates: no apostrophe is used for s, s, etc. At this point in the process, it is helpful to write down all of your
ideas without stopping to judge or analyze each one in depth. History writing assignments can vary
widely--and you should always follow your professor's specific instructions--but the following steps are
designed to help no matter what kind of history paper you are writing. Linking can also be done by using a
transitional word or phrase at the beginning of the next paragraph. Writers don't use exactly the same words as
in their introduction since this shows laziness. A separate title page? This information provides the reader with
the essential context needed to understand the research problem and its significance. For example, suppose
your professor has asked you to write a paper discussing the differences between colonial New England and
colonial Virginia. You have written a history paper! If you are developing your own topic, what are the
important issues and what questions can you pose yourself? Senior Research Scientist and Professor of
Communication. A common grading misunderstanding arises from a student belief that answering a question
"correctly" in essay form means an automatic "A. Hearing your paper will help you catch grammatical errors
and awkward sentences. Is not a dictionary definition. The history teacher or assignment outline may ask for a
specific number of paragraphs. Are points linked and developed? Evidence such as dates, names, events and
terms are provided to support the key thesis. It is useful to reflect on a term's writing to see how you have
improved or to identify recurring issues that you need to work on next term. Plagiarism involves the deliberate
taking of specific words and ideas of others without proper acknowledgment. Following the introductory
paragraph and its statement, the body of the essay presents the reader with organized evidence directly relating
to the thesis and must support it. Conclusions paragraph 15 This list would work well as a linear plan which
might have helped the author to stay on topic as they drafted the essay. Show respect for your reader by not
making him or her wade through a sloppy manuscript. Philosophical -- clarification of the essential nature of
being or of phenomena as it relates to the research problem. Otherwise, your paper may sound like a laundry
list of short-answer essays rather than a cohesive argument. Precisely how long and in-depth this bridge
should be is largely dependent upon how much information you think the reader will need to know in order to
fully understand the topic being discussed and to appreciate why the issues you are investigating are
important. Whenever possible try to have someone else read your work and comment on it. Have you given
careful thought to argument and presentation, and the logic of your conclusions? Conclusion In the closing
paragraph, the claim or argument from the introduction is restated differently. Writing the Background and
Significance Section. Originality, creativity, and personal style are not crimes if done well. Because the thesis
is so critical, small changes in it will have a big impact. What are his or her stated and unstated assumptions?
Background information can also include summaries of important, relevant research studies. Do you detail
your arguments, define terms, make logical connections, expand points, develop ideas, read sources in original
and imaginative ways? Thesis and Evidence To make a good argument you must have both a strong central
thesis and plausible evidence; the two are interdependent and support each other. Or you might argue that the
differences resulted from accidents of geography or from extant alliances between regional Indian groups. By
this point, you know what the prompt is asking, you have brainstormed possible responses, and you have done
some research. Political -- concerns the environment in which something is produced indicating it's public
purpose or agenda. The key is to summarize for the reader what is known about the specific research problem
before you conduct the analysis. In writing, follow the guidelines, but do not be formulaic. You might be able
to use some of those same words as search terms.


