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See Article History Alternative Titles: Athene, Pallas Athena, also spelled Athene, in Greek religion , the city
protectress, goddess of war, handicraft, and practical reason, identified by the Romans with Minerva. In
thanks, they named the city Athens. Athena was probably a pre-Hellenic goddess and was later taken over by
the Greeks. Her adopted son Erichthonios, one of the first kings of Athens, is traditionally credited with
inaugurating the Panathenaic festival, held every four years to honour the goddess. A spring welled up, which
amazed and impressed the citizenry. Finally, to solve the dispute, it was agreed that whoever could present the
city with the best gift would forever be patron. However, in each story, Athena goes into battle and
accidentally kills Pallas, then taking the name for herself. She was thought to have had neither consort nor
offspring. She may not have been described as a virgin originally, but virginity was attributed to her very early
and was the basis for the interpretation of her epithets Pallas and Parthenos. Continue Reading. Learn More in
these related Britannica articles:. As a goddess of war, Athena often appears in Greek legend to assist various
heroes like Heracles, Odysseus, and Jason. While Ares goes to war with frenzy and chaos, Athena is the
goddess who helps warriors make wise choices that will eventually lead to victory. Today, many Hellenic
Pagans still honor Athena in their rituals. That she ultimately became allegorized to personify wisdom and
righteousness was a natural development of her patronage of skill. Her birth and her contest with Poseidon ,
the sea god, for the suzerainty of the city were depicted on the pediments of the Parthenon , and the great
festival of the Panathenaea , in July, was a celebration of her birthday. In some older stories, Athena is
connected as either the mother or adoptive mother of Erichthonius, after an attempted rape by her brother,
Hephaestus. Patti Wigington is a pagan author, educator, and licensed clergy. The cult of Athena emerged as
part of her position as a patroness of Athens, Greece, and is considered the city's protector. The temple of
Athena Alea in Tegea was an important religious center of ancient Greece. Being the favourite child of Zeus,
she had great power. As a war goddess Athena could not be dominated by other goddesses, such as Aphrodite
, and as a palace goddess she could not be violated. She was particularly known as the patroness of spinning
and weaving. Triton's mother, Amphitrite.


