
HOW TO WRITE A THEATRE CRITICAL REVIEW EXAMPLE

Explore this Article Sample Play Reviews Preparing to Write the Review Writing to be both the spectator, taking in and
enjoying the performance, and a critic.

Always remember that all of our advice is only a recommendation and only you can decide how your play
review will look. A review should describe the situation of a play without giving too much information about
the plot. Consider the following practical aspects: What kind of stage does the director have at his disposal?
Who needs to know how to write a play review: high school, university, and college students, as well as
journalists and those who simply strive to develop their writing skills. Our samples were created to reveal and
represent the ideas and topics which are usually assigned to students. Evaluation of the design the set,
costumes and makeup, sound, choreography, special effects. There were prior notions circulated that she died
of colon cancer. Why was the backdrop painted black? Note that even if the production did not exactly
coincide with your own conception of the play, you should not feel obliged to condemn the performance
outright. All play samples include personal evaluation or subjective opinion, as this is common for review
writing. While writing, you should pay attention to the right use of terminology. If this will not be enough,
read other play review samples on our site. What is the name of the theater? Against this backdrop were
propped, in no particular order, seven skulls that looked out over the events to come. It may be an
advertisement, comparison of two plays, critique, etc. Do they offer evidence to support their opinions? Why
would you have preferred this attention, and why do you think the director avoided giving the passage such
attention? Interpret, Analyze, Evaluate: This part of the paper requires the most thought and organization and
consequently receives the most attention from your reader. Questions to Ask Before Writing a Play Review
The following list of questions may seem simple, but giving the answers will help you stay focused on key
aspects that determine the success of the performance. Leading problems and key episodes scenes, phenomena
, in which problems are especially sharply stated. What is a review? How to Prepare for Writing a Play
Review To be ready to write a good play review, you need to consider the list of activities that you should do.
The play review is more about evaluation of production than the text of the play. Most people want to know if
they should spend their hard-earned money on a ticket. The following advice on how to write a play review is
general and can be applied to any type of play review. The reviewer should make a judgment based on
expectations and reality. You will want to focus on the following: The time of creation of the play, a brief
description of the era. Play Review Useful Tips Before starting to write the review, make sure that you have
understood the main aim of the review. Imagine how the production of the play may look, and think about the
costumes, decorations, lighting, and overall atmosphere. Step 6. The lights were dimmed and the backdrop
was flat black. The lateness can distort your impressions and it is just impolite towards the actors. Does it
come across as fair? Does the reviewer acknowledge the audience reaction particularly if it differs from their
own reaction? Remember, too, that your stance is to be objective and critical, not impressionistic and merely
nasty. Were the costumes original? It should be obvious that you are writing about a certain play with all its
unique peculiarities. Is the play a premier? Leading topics. Did the director miss any important opportunities
to convey something you were able to see in your reading of the play? The review assignment asks you to
analyze in an objective manner the relative success or failure of a given production. Start your review with an
attention grabber that will make the reader believe that your review is worth reading. In what theaters can you
see this play? This is an accordion element with a series of buttons that open and close related content panels.


