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Character List. Prospero - The play's protagonist, and father of Miranda. an early age and has never seen any men
other than her father and Caliban, Rescued by Prospero from a long imprisonment at the hands of the witch Sycorax ,
Ariel is Act II, scene i, and he initiates the ridiculous story about lions when Gonzalo.

His brother, Antonio, in concert with Alonso, king of Naples, usurped him, forcing him to flee in a boat with
his daughter. Beginning with the tempest at the top of the play, his project is laid out in a series of steps. The
play may not seem to fit into the category of comedy as it exists today; but in the 17th century comedy was
very different. Many see him as person who desires complete control of everything around him from the
fish-like monster Caliban to his spirit servant Ariel, even his own daughter Miranda. Coming back from a
wedding in Africa a ship containing Prosperos enemies is attacked by the tempest and scatters its passengers
about the island. The honest lord Gonzalo aided Prospero in his escape. However neither was regarded as
wholly successful: Shakespeare Quarterly , reviewing Freedman's production, commented, "Mr. As he appears
in the play, however, he is acutely aware of the consequences of all his actions. Prospero is a tragic hero, in a
sense, because he makes the transition from having everything to having nothing. Upon the restoration of the
monarchy in , two patent companies â€”the King's Company and the Duke's Company â€”were established,
and the existing theatrical repertoire divided between them. The next stages for the couple will be a testing.
Different views of this are found in the play, with examples including Gonzalo 's Utopia, Prospero 's
enslavement of Caliban, and Caliban's subsequent resentment. The only humans she has ever encountered in
her life are male. Her only duty in his eyes is to remain chaste. Ariel: An airy spirit, Ariel serves his master
Prospero well in his many tasks of magic on Prospero's island. These separations will let him deal with each
group differently. He carries out virtually every task that Prospero needs accomplished in the play. Sebastian:
The brother of Alonso, the King of Naples. But then his plans begin to go off the tracks when the masque is
interrupted. His speech and behavior is sometimes coarse and brutal, as in his drunken scenes with Stephano
and Trinculo II. Ferdinand Lured by Ariel by John Everett Millais , In Shakespeare's day, much of the world
was still being colonized by European merchants and settlers, and stories were coming back from the
Americas, with myths about the Cannibals of the Caribbean, faraway Edens , and distant tropical Utopias. He
plots to kill his king and take his title with the scheming Antonio. He is betrayed by his brother Antonio and
left on a ship with his daughter Miranda to die. Prospero studied and gradually was able to develop the kind of
power represented by Ariel, which extended his abilities. Stephen Orgel blames Prospero for causing the
problem by forgetting about Sebastian and Antonio, which may introduce a theme of Prospero's encroaching
dotage. But they do. The Tempest is a comedy. Ariel wasâ€”with two exceptionsâ€”played by a woman, and
invariably by a graceful dancer and superb singer. Timeline The Tempest Characters guide studies each
character's role and motivation in this play. Modern literary critics are quick to use him as a poster child for
English colonial practice in the sixteenth and seventeenth century. In doing this, I want to show how Prospero
is a figure for the artist, how Ariel is a figure for the poetic imagination, and how the relationship between
Prospero and Ariel explores the relationship between the artist and his or her poetic imagination He is
mischievous and ubiquitous, able to traverse the length of the island in an instant and to change shapes at will.
Trinculo and Caliban whom he fools into believing he is a God help him. Prospero: The main character of this
play, Prospero used to be the legitimate Duke of Milan. The Elizabethan Age was a time of change and new
ideas Holzknecht  Each represents an aging man's relationship to family, environment, and, most importantly,
himself.


