
PERSUASIVE ESSAY CURRICULUM

This persuasive writing unit of study is designed to fit into your primary classroom writing workshop. Completely free
from The Curriculum Corner.

Select one paragraph for closer reading. Focus will be on the structure and language features of argument.
Gradually releasing responsibility to students writing persuasive text. It is used to focus on the structural and
linguistic features of the target genre. These will serve as the model for students to plan their own commercials
or advertisements in the next lesson. Read the book aloud and then complete the Persuasive Text Story Map
same as from lesson 2 as a class, in small groups or individually. Discuss the purpose of commercials and ads
â€” to persuade people to purchase a product or service. I would ask students which author they feel did the
best job of influencing the reader, and what suggestions they would make to improve the writing. Participate
in one of their education programs related to endangered species, for example, Local Legends. Some of the
key linguistic features of persuasive writing are highlighted in the mentor text example. When working with
each text, discuss with students the purpose and intended audience of the text. Focus on the language features
of the argument To meet the purpose of the argument, the writer can make certain language choices. As
students are thinking, briefly meet with each one to discuss what topic and audience they choose to write to
and get them started with the Persuasive Writing Planner. Want this unit ready-made? I would also ask them
to notice things like stories, facts and statistics, and other things the authors use to develop their ideas. Next
begin brainstorming topics and audiences to whom they might write a persuasive letter. Students use checklist
created during Modelling the Text or deconstruction stage to reflect on their writing. It is a simple text with
clear supporting details. Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions, 9 3 ,  Storyboard for Ivan's morning
routine. Emphasize that commercials and ads are most definitely a form of persuasive writing in our every day
life. Practise writing sentences in passive voice to develop a more objective tone in argument writing. This
unit on teaching children to write persuasive and opinion pieces was designed with second grade in mind.
Because of this, you might choose to spread some of the lessons over multiple days. Pass out Persuasive
Writing Planners to everyone and have students begin by writing their opinion topic at the top, and thinking of
three supporting details to add below. Use them throughout your lessons as you see fit if they are helpful. Step
7: Final Assessment Finally, the finished essays are handed in for a grade. After choosing and reading a book
they would like to write a review on, have students fill out Book Review Planners. This stack is different than
other mentor stacks you might have created for other units because not all of your texts will be books. As
students begin to complete their essays, the mini-lessons would focus more on matters of style and usage.
Build a word wall about the topic, where scientific vocabulary can be displayed along with word definitions
and illustrations where possible. These choices can be made explicit to the students. I would also begin writing
my own essay on a different topic. This persuasive writing unit of study is created to be a free resource for
teachers. To differentiate this task, students might write independently or with a partner. Students help to
devise a checklist to act as success criteria for an argument text, which can be used by individuals for
self-assessment or by partners for partner feedback when writing in later stages. Read, S. Ask students to
brainstorm and list possible arguments to support their point of view including evidence.


